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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE- HOME GARDENERS RECEIVE PRIZES WON IN THIS YEAR’S
COMPETITION

December 17" 2025 - Home Gardening provides a link between self- identity and self -
sufficiency at the family level and also food security at the national level

Speaking at the closing ceremony for the 2025 National Home Garden Completion which was
held on Tuesday at the Girl Guide Headquarters, Level Gardens, Deputy Chief Agriculture
Officer, Colville King said in the past many home gardens were known for their aesthetics,
however, recently, the Ministry of Agriculture, through the Rural Transformation unit has been
focusing on the extent to which home gardening can be used for food security.

Mr. King listed some of the benefits of home gardening which he said included a tool to ensure
physical and economic access and availability of food as well as being a vital source of diversity
and produce from home gardens are also much more nutritious than those that are stored.

Head of the Rural Transformation Unit, Currel Thompson-Fergus strengthened her colleague
sentiment by adding that home garden always played an important role in sustaining families
but added that its value stretches way beyond sustenance.

“For many it is a genuine source of revenue and empowerment,” she said.

She said while doing some research on the topic, she discovered that the return to land and
labour in home garden is higher than that in traditional farming/agriculture.

Ms Thompson -Fergus said the Ministry of Agriculture, through her unit continues to champion
home gardening as a strategy to strengthen household food and nutrition security, to improve
access to healthy, local food and create the opportunity and pathway for small producers to
move to a more sustainable, commercial -oriented production.

According to her, the goal of the competition is to inspire participants to maintain production
using climate smart technologies and modern methodologies.

This year’s competition began in March and featured three categories, crops, livestock and
mixed system, livestock and crop, with the target for livestock being rabbit and poultry.



Ms Thompson Fergus said 75 individuals applied and but only 37 completed the competition.

She added that although some didn’t finish the competition, they still attended training
sessions in aspects of production and management of crops.

She admitted that the Rural Transformation Unit has been looking at the drop- out rate and will
analyse the reason for the high rate of dropouts (departure from the programme) so it can
better support the applicants, even if not in a competitive environment.

Chief Agriculture Officer Renato Gumbs in his remarks said he noticed that the competition was
highly dominated by women, adding that it is something that needs to be addressed.

“We have to make a deliberate attempt to get more men involved in the programme,” he said.

Mr Gumbs there is also a school gardening programme to compliment the home gardening
programme, which he believes can be the building block for the home gardening programme.

He commended the staff at the ministry, especially the Rural Transformation Unit for their work
on the programme stressing that he looks forward to a lower drop our rate and more males
participating in the 2026 programme

This year’s entries ranged from inexperienced to very experienced individuals with also a range
in garden sizes as well, 4,000 sq. feet being the largest.

Judging was in 6 categories:

Winners:

Best Management of Crops Mrs. Olivia Dasilva (Cane End)

Best Mixed system Ms. Phillis Antoine (Brighton)
Sustainability Mrs. Gertrude Salomon (Questelles)
Best Layout Ms. Phillis Antoine (Brighton)

Nest use of Innovation, technology Ms. Dawn Jocelyn (Troumaca)
Highest yield. Mrs Heather Stewart (Spring Village)

Winners:

First Prize _ Mrs. Olivia Dasilva (Cane End)
Second Prize: Mrs Heather Stewart (Spring Village)

Third Prize:  Ms. Phillis Antoine (Brighton)

Judges were staff of the Ministry of Agriculture, but independent to the unit.



